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Preparation

O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.

Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God;
All let your kindly spirit lead me on a level path.

Psalm 143.10
The Word of God

Week | Psalm 81
Week 2 Psalm 90
Week 3 Psalm 101
Week 4 Psalm 107.1-16

All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Short readings
Week One

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community
in any of your towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving
you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your needy
neighbour. You should rather open your hand, willingly lending
enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. Give liberally and be
ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God
will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since
there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, | therefore
command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in
your land.’

Deuteronomy 15.7,8,10,1 1

2



Week Two

Do not fear, for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the
east, and from the west | will gather you; | will say to the north,
‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons
from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth —
everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory,

whom | formed and made.’
Isaiah 43.5-7

Week Three

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
| Peter 2.9,10

Week Four

As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the
world. And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth. | ask not only on behalf of these, but also on
behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and | am in you, may they
also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may
be one, as we are one, | in them and you in me, that they may
become completely one, so that the world may know that you have

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
John 17.18-23

Response

Jesus said, | am the gate for the sheep.
All | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
John 10.7,10b



Vacancy Prayer Themes

)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

Please pray for the unity of the church and its mission to serve
the wider community. It is important that the church stays
together during this time.

Please pray for support for the paid staff of the church it’s
church wardens and PCC who will take over the day to day
running of the church. It is important that no one feels
overwhelmed or overworked.

Please pray that people will take up more roles and
responsibilities, that there will be more volunteers, and the
workload will be shared out in larger groups.

Please pray for wisdom and direction for the leadership of the
church. Especially the PCC as the put together the Parish
Profile and start the process of choosing a new rector.

Please pray that the church remains forward focusing, that
current projects and outreach receive support especially for
families and children.

Please pray for the leaders of our Sunday morning worship and
all those who hold meetings. May God bless us with quality and
continuity so that the church feels fed and supported.

Please pray for the Pastoral care in the church. That people feel
connected and cared for. Pray for the building of new
relationships and friendships at this time.

Please pray for the Welcome team and any new people or
visitors to the church. We want people to feel welcomed and
to come back.



9) Please pray for regular attendance and a fresh commitment
from the congregation. If people are unwell or away for a long
time we pray for their health and speedy recovery.

10) Please pray that we would have wisdom when reviewing the
program of activities and commitments the church has. What is
feasible and wise to do in this period.

I 1) Please pray for good communication. People need to feel both
informed and listened to. This includes the wider community
not just the church.

12) Please pray for how people are feeling, their emotions at this
time of change. We want the soul of the church to stay healthy.

| 3) Please pray for our relationship with the Diocese and Deanery.
We need their support during this time. We also need them to
provide us wisdom in appointing a new rector.

| 4) Please pray for the wider community of Wheathampstead
especially St Helen’s school that our relationship with them
continues to grow and flourish.

I5) Please pray for the appointment of the new Rector. For wisdom
in choosing the right person, someone who is focussed on the
vision and mission of our church.

|6) Please pray that God continues to bless not only our church
and it’s new Rector but Richard and Claire in their new
ministry.



Cpas Vacancy Prayer

All

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the ministry of Richard our
previous rector, and we pray for your presence and blessing
upon him and Claire.

We ask now that you will help us share responsibility, grow in
faith, love one another, care for those in need, reach out to
others and welcome newcomers.

Lord Jesus, guard and grow our churches as we serve you
together in this period without a rector.

Please guide those who are seeking the right minister for us and
those who are seeking the right church for their ministry, that
together we may discover your way for the future and see your
kingdom grow. Amen.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.



The Conclusion

May God kindle in us the fire of love.
All Amen.



